[image: image3.jpg]curious
eMinds
enablingcreativecollaboration




[image: image4.jpg]curious
eMinds
enablingcreativecollaboration










Blackburn with Darwen Local Authority

Statistics since 2008
· Number of schools worked with: 15

· Number of teachers worked with: 357

· Number of young people engaged: 5778

· Number of parents engaged: 329

Curious Minds has worked closely with primary and secondary schools across Blackburn with Darwin over the last few years. The majority of the projects focused on whole school change programmes affecting every student in the school. 
Areas of particular focus have been on developing a creative curriculum, using English as an Additional Language, environmental education and community cohesion.

Schools we have worked with are:

Ashleigh Primary School
Avondale Primary School
Beardwood Humanities College
Blackburn St Thomas' C of E Primary School
Cedars Infant School
Darwen Aldridge Community Academy
Holy Trinity CE VC Primary
Lammack Primary School
Langho and Billington St Leonards C of E Primary School
Longshaw Infant School
Meadowhead Junior School
Tauheedul Islam Girls High School
Wensley Fold CE VC Primary School
St Annes RC Primary School
St Joseph's Roman Catholic Primary School, Darwen

Case Study One

Cedars Infant School
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Project: Cedars Imaginarium

In 2006, Cedars Infants’ School was encouraged by Ofsted to improve its levels in writing and speaking and to develop more opportunities for pupils to practice these skills. As a Change School since 2008, Cedars has worked with a wide range of creative practitioners including a collaboration in 2009 with actor and writer Robert Beckett which transformed the annual school production into a writing fest led by children. Pupils wrote scripts, songs and stories and performed, designed and stage managed the production. The Ofsted inspection in 2009 uplifted Cedars’ curriculum rating from `Good’ to `Outstanding’ and commented: `Music and drama and the creative arts are central to the curriculum and play an important part in developing pupils’ confidence and self-esteem’.

Case Study Two
Tauheedul Islam Girls School
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Project: Creativity in the Curriculum

At Tauheedul Islam Girls’ High School there was a pressing need to address shortfalls in the curriculum which led in 2006 to Ofsted describing the arts and music curriculum as `Unsatisfactory’. The school was otherwise rated as 'Good with Outstanding features' and this area was its main weakness. Supported by Curious Minds, the school embarked on a huge programme of creative activity, all aimed at supporting new teaching approaches. They worked with Sage Gateshead and musician Hannah Kidd using nasheeds (sung devotional pieces) in lessons. Environmental practitioner Gordon McLellan developed some learning outside the classroom experiences for SEN students at Wycoller Country Park. Voice coach Beth Allen supported the student council (shura) members in public presentation skills and drama worker Thea Soltau helped bring Shakespeare to life. Visual artist Patricia Ramsden helped set up a support system for GCSE students in Art, which has culminated in a new dedicated art room.
In its 2010 inspection, Tauheedul’s curriculum was rated as `Outstanding’ and inspectors noted ‘The school has made improvements since the last inspection and found creative ways of delivering music, design and technology and art in co-operation with external partners’.
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