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Blackpool Local Authority

Statistics Since 2008

•
Number of schools worked with: 16
•
Number of teachers worked with: 169
•
Number of young people engaged: 2575
•
Number of parents engaged: 321
Curious Minds has worked closely with primary and secondary schools in Blackpool over recent years. The particular focus of the projects collaborated on in the Blackpool area has been on pupil engagement in school and on the issue of transition from primary to secondary level education. The majority of our schools worked in partnership with their feeder schools, this relationship developed through creative projects led by young people and focusing on the environment and space around them, thereby giving young people ownership and confidence about their surroundings and allowing the transition from primary to secondary to become a seamless process.
Schools we have worked with in the area are:

Beacon Hill High School Business and Enterprise College
Anchorsholme Primary School
Boundary Primary School
Christ The King Catholic Primary School
Claremont Community Primary School
Collegiate High School
Devonshire Primary School
Educational Diversity
Hawes Side Primary School
Marton Primary School
Revoe Community Primary School
Roseacre Primary School
Speedwell Centre
St Kentigern's Catholic Primary School
St Marys Catholic College
Staining Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School

Case Study One
St Kentigern’s Catholic Primary 
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Project: Creative Consultancy 

Teachers at St Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School felt that the unprepossessing playgrounds of their Edwardian school were undermining the good work they were doing in developing respect – for yourself and others – inside the classroom. Before embarking on a playground redesign the school wanted to understand exactly how the spaces were used and viewed by pupils and staff alike. With the help of Curious Minds, they worked with photographer Pippa Pixley and movement artists Anna Daly and Katherine Hollinson to watch children playing in the spaces, get them to take their own photos and make up their own games. Play equipment was actually removed from the playgrounds as the children were encouraged to create games from their own imaginations. Pairing year groups also helped resolve some of the external conflicts which had been coming back into school after breaktimes. Teachers noticed a significant difference in playground behaviour, in the enthusiasm of both staff and pupils for the space and now have a blueprint for the future redesign which is based on what the whole school wants.

Case Study Two

Revoe Community Primary School
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Project: Imagination Running Wild 

In 2010, Revoe Community Primary School wanted to look particularly at supporting boys’ writing. The School Development Plan identifies reading and writing as an important priority for the school. Year 5 teachers had observed that boys were failing to respond to and empathise with characters in stories and that this was affecting their standards in writing. Supported by Curious Minds, Drama Practitioner Robert Beckett  planned and delivered a series of different activities with teachers to help children relate more closely to topics, using sound and visual art, games and drama to engage children's imagination and build relationships. Using the children’s imagination to engage with stories meant that they then wanted to write the stories down. Pupils who had struggled to complete any writing began to write scripts and annotate cartoons. The Assistant Head reported that the class levels in writing had improved. Working in this way meant some unexpected benefits – as the class teacher observed ‘We wanted them to develop empathy with characters in stories but they have developed empathy with each other and that is far more significant’. The school was so impressed with the impact of the work on behaviour management that it is finding ways to incorporate the approach permanently into its restorative programme. Class teachers have renewed confidence in using the techniques they have learnt and this is already showing in lesson plans, to the benefit of future pupils.
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