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Lancashire Local Authority
Statistics since 2005
· Number of schools worked with from 2005 - 124

· Number of teachers worked with from 2008 - 1,550

· Number of young people engaged since 2008 - 19,465

· Number of parents engaged since 2008 - 2,639

Curious Minds has worked closely with schools across Lancashire since 2005. Working at both primary and secondary levels, our programmes have brought about real change in schools across the region, encouraging confident creative teaching and influencing other schools to work with Curious Minds.
A particular focus for the region has been connecting creative practice to literacy in the curriculum and community cohesion - especially apparent in the government-sponsored Prevent programme we delivered to support pupils to explore issues associated with preventing violent extremism. Although a large geographical spread, Curious Minds has been able to have an impact on teaching, young people and communities from north to south of the region.
Schools we have worked with include:
Castercliff Community Primary School
Cherry Fold Community Primary School
Marsden Community Primary
Marsden Heights Community College
Morecambe Road
Mossgate Primary School
Northern Primary School
Padiham St Leonards C of E Primary School
Pendle Vale College
St Augustine of Canterbury RC Primary School
St John's Catholic Primary School, Poulton-le-Fylde
Walton -Le-Dale Arts College and High School
Queen's Drive Primary School
Shakespeare Primary School
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Primary School, Church
Morecambe and Heysham Torrisholme Community Primary School
Staghills Nursery School

Case Study One

Marsden Heights Community College
[image: image1.jpg]



Project: Developing Creativity Through Themed Working

As a recent amalgamation of two schools, teachers at Marsden Heights felt it important to facilitate with pupils a dialogue around identity, community and their new surroundings. Alongside this was an opportunity for teachers to explore more creative approaches in this new environment. 

Staff and pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9 worked with a writer and visual artist to explore their own genetic make-up, the shapes, sounds and temperatures of the new building and considered themselves from different angles for totem poles and social networking sites.  They designed buildings; dream bedrooms and extracted the DNA of living things.

Pupil engagement and motivation was high - they enjoyed having freedom to make use of school space beyond the classroom and reported feeling involved and positive about the move. The project provided an opportunity for staff to work collaboratively and identify and address their strengths and weaknesses in this approach.  By doing this, staff learned from each other and shared good practice and skill development - they gained an understanding of the need for 'facilitation' rather than didactic teaching. Staff have made a booklet of alternative approaches, which encourages students to choose their response to a subject, which will be rolled out across the school.  


Case Study Two

St John’s Catholic Primary School, Skelmersdale
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Project: Getting Writing Right

St John’s Catholic Primary has been involved in a number of initiatives that have had success in improving writing skills in the school. They wanted to equip Key Stage 1 teachers with systems and process to improve writing long term, particularly for gifted and talented pupils. Planning alongside creative practitioners, teachers explored how one area of practice could offer a foundation - that of listening to narrative and how it offered ways in to movement and the development of writing. 

Activity took place in January to July 2010. The introduction involved CPD for Key Stage 1 staff in each of the three disciplines of story, movement and creative writing. Subsequently, children worked with a storyteller to experience spoken narrative through traditional tales, leading into pupils' own narratives. This led to work with the writer and movement practitioner, both picking up on traditional tales, moving into handwriting and creative writing, and the development of motor skills to support the development of handwriting. 
Pupils commented on the fact that they liked to be actively involved in experiences which led to writing. Speaking and listening skills developed significantly through the storytelling. They developed highly descriptive language which related to feelings and explaining internal processes. Complex structures were described like the structure of a play - beginning, build up, climax, resolution. For gifted and talented pupils, the impact of the project will continue to be tracked over the next year to  evidence the real change as the teachers take the skills acquired on and make them their own.
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